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APPLICATION FOR JUDICIAL OFFICE 

 
 
 

SECTION I:  PUBLIC INFORMATION 
(QUESTIONS 1 THROUGH 65) 

 
 

 
PERSONAL INFORMATION 

 
 
1. Full Name: DAMON ANTHONY ROSSI 
 
 
2. Have you ever used or been known by any other name? ______ If so, state 

name:  NO 
 
 
3. Office Address:  595 WHITE SPAR ROAD, PRESCOTT, AZ 86305 
 
 
4. How long have you lived in Arizona?   50 YEARS AND 2 ½ MONTHS What is         

your home zip code?  86314 
 
 
5. Identify the county you reside in and the years of your residency.  YAVAPAI  
 
 
6. If appointed, will you be 30 years old before taking office?      yes     no 
  
 If appointed, will you be younger than age 65 at the time of appointment?   
   yes     no 
 
 
7. List your present and any former political party registrations and approximate 

dates of each:  1987-1992 REPUBLICAN; 1992-2004 DEMOCRAT; 2004-
Present INDEPENDENT  
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8. Gender:  MALE 
 
 
 Race/Ethnicity:  CAUCASIAN  
 
 

 
 

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND 

 
 
9. List names and locations of all post-secondary schools attended and any 

degrees received. 
 
 
 1987 - 1991 - THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA, BACHELOR OF ARTS 
 1993 - 1996 - THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA, JURIS DOCTORATE 
 
 
10. List major and minor fields of study and extracurricular activities. 
 
 MAJOR - HISTORY 
 MINOR - POLITICAL SCIENCE 
 LAW  
 
 
11. List scholarships, awards, honors, citations and any other factors (e.g., 

employment) you consider relevant to your performance during college and law 
school. 

 
 DISTRICT AND LEGISLATIVE INTERN FOR U.S. CONGRESSIONAL 

DISTRICT 5, SERVING IN BOTH THE DISTRICT OFFICE AND THEN 
WASHINGTON D.C. 

 
  
 
 

 
PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND AND EXPERIENCE 

 
 
 
12. List all courts in which you have been admitted to the practice of law with dates 

of admission.  Give the same information for any administrative bodies that 
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require special admission to practice. 
 
 1996 - STATE BAR OF ARIZONA 
 1996 - U.S. NINTH CIRCUIT 
 
 
13. a. Have you ever been denied admission to the bar of any state due to                     

 failure to pass the character and fitness screening? NO  If so, explain.NOT  
  APPLICABLE 
 
 b. Have you ever had to retake a bar examination in order to be admitted to 
  the bar of any state? NO  If so, explain any circumstances that may 
  have hindered your performance.  NOT APPLICABLE 
 
 
14. Describe your employment history since completing your undergraduate degree.  

List your current position first.  If you have not been employed continuously since 
completing your undergraduate degree, describe what you did during any periods 
of unemployment or other professional inactivity in excess of three months.  Do 
not attach a resume. 
 

EMPLOYER DATES LOCATION  

THE YAVAPAI COUNTY PUBLIC  
 

7/2015 TO PRESENT PRESCOTT, AZ 

THE LAW OFFICE OF  
DAMON A. ROSSI 

7/2004 TO 7/2015 PRESCOTT, AZ 

THE YAVAPAI COUNTY PUBLIC  
 

8/2000 TO 7/2004 PRESCOTT, AZ 

THE MARICOPA COUNTY  
 

1/1998 TO 7/2000 PHOENIX, AZ  

KAPLAN  TEST PREP 9/1997 TO 1/1998 TEMPE, AZ 

RONALD A. LEBOWITZ 
AND ASSOCIATES 

8/1996 TO 7/1997 PHOENIX, AZ 

NONE - STUDIED FOR BAR  
EXAM 

5/1996 TO 8/1996 PHOENIX, AZ 

THE PIMA COUNTY 
-  CIVIL 

DIVISION (PART TIME) 

2/1995 TO 5/1996 TUCSON, AZ 
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NONE - LAW SCHOOL 8/1993 TO 5/1996 TUCSON, AZ 

THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA 
- MAIN LIBRARY 

9/1991 TO 7/1993 TUCSON, AZ 
 

NONE - TRAVEL 5/1991 TO 8/1991 MONTANA AND 
WYOMING 

 
 
15. List your law partners and associates, if any, within the last five years.  You may 

attach a firm letterhead or other printed list.  Applicants who are judges or 
commissioners should additionally attach a list of judges or commissioners 
currently on the bench in the court in which they serve. 

 
 NOT APPLICABLE 
 
 
16. Describe the nature of your law practice over the last five years, listing the major 

areas of law in which you practiced and the percentage each constituted of your 
total practice. If you have been a judge or commissioner for the last five years, 
describe the nature of your law practice before your appointment to the bench. 

 
 FELONY CRIMINAL DEFENSE, INCLUDING TRIAL WORK AND 

APPELLATE/SPECIAL ACTION PRACTICE 
 
 
17. List other areas of law in which you have practiced. 
 
 DOMESTIC RELATIONS (DIVORCE), CONTRACT, REGISTRAR OF 

CONTRACTORS, MOTOR VEHICLE DIVISION 
 
 
18. Identify all areas of specialization for which you have been granted certification 

by the State Bar of Arizona or a bar organization in any other state. 
 
 NOT APPLICABLE  
 
 
19. Describe your experience as it relates to negotiating and drafting important legal 

documents, statutes and/or rules. 
 
 AS A TRIAL LAWYER FOR THE PAST 22 ½ YEARS I HAVE DRAFTED 

NUMEROUS PLEADINGS, FROM MOTIONS TO DISMISS TO APPELLATE 
MEMORANDA. 
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20. Have you practiced in adversary proceedings before administrative boards or 
commissions? YES. If so, state: 

 
 a. The agencies and the approximate number of adversary 

proceedings in which you appeared before each agency. ON AT LEAST 
50 OCCASIONSHAVE PRACTICED BEFORE THE ARIZONA 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION EXECUTIVE HEARING OFFICE 

ALSO HANDLED A CASE BEFORE THE ARIZONA REGISTRAR OF 
CONTRACTORS ADMINISTRATIVE HEARING BOARD. 

 
b. The approximate number of these matters in which you appeared as: 
 

Sole Counsel:  48  
 

Chief Counsel: ______  
 

Associate Counsel:  3  
 
 
21. Have you handled any matters that have been arbitrated or mediated? YES   

If so, state the approximate number of these matters in which you were involved 
as: 

 
Sole Counsel:       1 

 
Chief Counsel:  ______  
 
Associate Counsel:  ______  

 
 
22. List at least three but no more than five contested matters you negotiated to 

settlement.  State as to each case: (1) the date or period of the proceedings; (2) 
the names, e-mail addresses, and telephone numbers of all counsel involved and 
the party each represented; (3) a summary of the substance of each case: and 
(4) a statement of any particular significance of the case.   

 
A. (PLEASE CLICK ON LINK FOR CASE INFORMATION): 
 
B. (PLEASE CLICK ON LINK FOR CASE INFORMATION)  

 
C. (PLEASE CLICK ON LINK FOR CASE INFORMATION)  

 
 
23. Have you represented clients in litigation in Federal or state trial courts?  YES  If 
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so, state: 
 

The approximate number of cases in which you appeared before: 
 
Federal Courts:       1  

 
State Courts of Record:  >3,000  

 
Municipal/Justice Courts:   500  

 
The approximate percentage of those cases which have been: 

 
Civil: 1-2 %  

 
Criminal: 98-99 %  
 

           The approximate number of those cases in which you were: 
 
Sole Counsel: 3,485 

 
Chief Counsel:   5 -10  

 
Associate Counsel:   2 - 5  

 
The approximate percentage of those cases in which: 

 
You wrote and filed a pre-trial, trial, or post-trial motion that wholly or 
partially disposed of the case (for example, a motion to dismiss, a motion 
for summary judgment, a motion for judgment as a matter of law, or a 
motion for new trial) or wrote a response to such a motion:      15 %  

 
You argued a motion described above          80 % 

 
 

You made a contested court appearance (other than as set   
forth in the above response)            5 % 

 
You negotiated a settlement:                                                         96 % 

 
The court rendered judgment after trial:                                        .05 % 

 
A jury rendered a verdict:                                                                3 % 
 

 
The number of cases you have taken to trial:           50-70 
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      Limited jurisdiction court  10 
 
      Superior court        45-60 
 

Federal district court NOT APPLICABLE 
 

       Jury                        45-65 
  
Note:  If you approximate the number of cases taken to trial, explain why an 

exact count is not possible.   I HAVE SIMPLY LOST COUNT AS I HAVE 
BEEN A TRIAL ATTORNEY ALL OF MY PROFESSIONAL LIFE (FOR 
ALMOST 23 YEARS).   

 
 

24. Have you practiced in the Federal or state appellate courts?  STATE  If so, state: 
The approximate number of your appeals which have been: 

 
Civil:   NOT APPLICABLE  

 
Criminal:       6  
 
Other:   NOT APPLICABLE  

 
The approximate number of matters in which you appeared: 

 
As counsel of record on the brief:                5   

 
Personally in oral argument:                        0   

 
 
25. Have you served as a judicial law clerk or staff attorney to a court?  NO  If so, 

identify the court, judge, and the dates of service and describe your role.  NOT 
APPLICABLE 

 
 
26. List at least three but no more than five cases you litigated or participated in as 

an attorney before mediators, arbitrators, administrative agencies, trial courts or 
appellate courts that were not negotiated to settlement.  State as to each case: 
(1) the date or period of the proceedings; (2) the name of the court or agency and 
the name of the judge or officer before whom the case was heard; (3) the names, 
e-mail addresses, and telephone numbers of all counsel involved and the party 
each represented; (4) a summary of the substance of each case; and (5) a 
statement of any particular significance of the case.   

 



Filing Date:  May 24, 2019 
Applicant Name: DAMON A. ROSSI 

Page 8  
 

 (A).  (PLEASE CLICK ON LINK FOR CASE INFORMATION) 
 
 (B).  (PLEASE CLICK ON LINK FOR CASE INFORMATION)  
 
 (C).  (PLEASE CLICK ON LINK FOR CASE INFORMATION) 
 
 
27. If you now serve or have previously served as a mediator, arbitrator, part-time or 

full-time judicial officer, or quasi-judicial officer (e.g., administrative law judge, 
hearing officer, member of state agency tribunal, member of State Bar 
professionalism tribunal, member of military tribunal, etc.), give dates and details, 
including the courts or agencies involved, whether elected or appointed, periods 
of service and a thorough description of your assignments at each court or 
agency.  Include information about the number and kinds of cases or duties you 
handled at each court or agency (e.g., jury or court trials, settlement conferences, 
contested hearings, administrative duties, etc.).  NOT APPLICABLE 

 
 
28. List at least three but no more than five cases you presided over or heard as a 

judicial or quasi-judicial officer, mediator or arbitrator.  State as to each case: (1) 
the date or period of the proceedings; (2) the name of the court or agency; (3) the 
names, e-mail addresses, and telephone numbers of all counsel involved and the 
party each represented; (4) a summary of the substance of each case; and (5) a 
statement of any particular significance of the case.  NOT APPLICABLE 

 
 
29. Describe any additional professional experience you would like to bring to the 

  I MANAGED MY OWN LAW PRACTICE FOR OVER 10 
YEARS.  I WAS ONE OF THE FIRST PRACTITIONERS IN THE PRESCOTT 
UNITY TO SUCCESSFULLY IMPLEMENT A PAPER-LESS LAW OFFICE.  ALL 
EMPLOYEES WHO WORKED FOR ME WERE FIERCELY LOYAL AND FELT 
VALUED.  

 
 

BUSINESS AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

 
 
 
30. Have you ever been engaged in any occupation, business or profession other 

than the practice of law or holding judicial or other public office, other than as 
described at question 14? NO  If so, give details, including dates.  NOT 
APPLICABLE 

 
 
31. Are you now an officer, director, majority stockholder, managing member, or 
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otherwise engaged in the management of any business enterprise? NO  If so, 
give details, including the name of the enterprise, the nature of the business, the 
title or other description of your position, the nature of your duties and the term of 
your service.  NOT APPLICABLE 

 
 

Do you intend to resign such positions and withdraw from any participation in the 
management of any such enterprises if you are appointed?  NOT APPLICABLE If 
not, explain your decision.  NOT APPLICABLE 

 
 
32. Have you filed your state and federal income tax returns for all years you were 

legally required to file them?  YES  If not, explain.  NOT APPLICABLE 
 
 
33. Have you paid all state, federal and local taxes when due?  YES  If not, explain.  

NOT APPLICABLE 
 
 
34. Are there currently any judgments or tax liens outstanding against you? NO  If 

so, explain.  NOT APPLICABLE 
 
 
35. Have you ever violated a court order addressing your personal conduct, such as 

orders of protection, or for payment of child or spousal support?  NO  If so, 
explain.  NOT APPLICABLE 

 
 
36. Have you ever been a party to a lawsuit, including an administrative agency 

matter but excluding divorce?  NO  If so, identify the nature of the case, your role, 
the court, and the ultimate disposition.  NOT APPLICABLE 

 
 
37. Have you ever filed for bankruptcy protection on your own behalf or for an 

organization in which you held a majority ownership interest?  NO  If so, explain.  
NOT APPLICABLE 

 
 
38. Do you have any financial interests including investments, which might conflict 

with the performance of your judicial duties?  NO  If so, explain.  NOT 
APPLICABALE 

 
 

 
CONDUCT AND ETHICS 
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39. Have you ever been terminated, asked to resign, expelled, or suspended from 
employment or any post-secondary school or course of learning due to 

reflect in any way on your integrity?  NO  If so, provide details.  NOT 
APPLICABLE 

 
 
40. Have you ever been arrested for, charged with, and/or convicted of any felony, 

misdemeanor, or Uniform Code of Military Justice violation? YES (ARRESTED 
  
 If so, identify the nature of the offense, the court, the presiding judicial officer, 

and the ultimate disposition.  I WAS ARRESTED BY THE YAVAPAI COUNTY 

CUSTODY AT THE TIME) A CHRISTMAS MINT FROM AN OPEN CANDY 
DISH IN THE COURTROOM IN FRONT OF EVERYONE.  NO CHARGES 
WERE EVER BROUGHT AGAINST ME.  I SPENT A TOTAL OF 3 HOURS IN 
THE COUNTY JAIL UNTIL BEING RELEASED ON MY OWN RECOGNIZANCE.  

 
 
41. If you performed military service, please indicate the date and type of discharge.  

NOT APPLICABLE If other than honorable discharge, explain.  NOT 
APPLICABLE 

 
 
42. List and describe any matter (including mediation, arbitration, negotiated 

settlement and/or malpractice claim you referred to your insurance carrier) in 
which you were accused of wrongdoing concerning your law practice.  NOT 
APPLICABLE 

 
 
43. List and describe any litigation initiated against you based on allegations of 

misconduct other than any listed in your answer to question 42.  NOT 
APPLICABLE 

 
 
44. List and describe any sanctions imposed upon you by any court.  JUDGE JANIS 

STERLING ONCE ORDERED ME TO MAKE A $150 DONATION TO THE 
CHARITY OF MY CHOICE WHEN I MADE A STATEMENT IN COURT THAT 
UPSET HER. 

 
 
45. Have you received a notice of formal charges, cautionary letter, private 

admonition, referral to a diversionary program, or any other conditional sanction 
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from the Commission on Judicial Conduct, the State Bar, or any other disciplinary 
body in any jurisdiction? YES  THE STATE BAR If so, in each case, state in 
detail the circumstances and the outcome.  IN APPROXIMATELY 2012/2013 
FOR AN IOLTA BOOKEEPING ERROR IN WHICH I ACCIDENTALLY 
OVERDREW.  I QUICKLY RECTIFIED THE SITUATION THAT DAY, BUT 
BECAUSE MY IOLTA WAS OVERDRAWN I RECEIVED AN INQUIRY FROM 
THE STATE BAR.  AS A RESULT, I WAS ORDERED TO TAKE A TRUST 
ACCOUNTING CLASS WITH THE STATE BAR.  NO DISCLIPLINARY ACTION 
WAS FURTHER TAKEN NOR DID I END UP WITH A VIOLATION ON MY 
RECORD. 

 
 
46. During the last 10 years, have you unlawfully used controlled substances, 

narcotic drugs or dangerous drugs as defined by federal or state law? NO  If your 
NOT APPLICABLE 

 
 
47. Within the last five years, have you ever been formally reprimanded, demoted, 

disciplined, cautioned, placed on probation, suspended, terminated or asked to 
resign by an employer, regulatory or investigative agency?  NO  If so, state the 
circumstances under which such action was taken, the date(s) such action was 
taken, the name(s) and contact information of any persons who took such action, 
and the background and resolution of such action.  NOT APPLICABLE 

 
 
48. Have you ever refused to submit to a test to determine whether you had 

consumed and/or were under the influence of alcohol or drugs?  NO . If so, state 
the date you were requested to submit to such a test, type of test requested, the 
name and contact information of the entity requesting that you submit to the test, 
the outcome of your refusal and the reason why you refused to submit to such a 
test.  NOT APPLICABLE 

 
 
49. Have you ever been a party to litigation alleging that you failed to comply with the 

substantive requirements of any business or contractual arrangement, including 
but not limited to bankruptcy proceedings?  NO  If so, explain the circumstances 
of the litigation, including the background and resolution of the case, and provide 
the dates litigation was commenced and concluded, and the name(s) and contact 
information of the parties.  NOT APPLICABLE 

 
 

 
PROFESSIONAL AND PUBLIC SERVICE 
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50. Have you published or posted any legal or non-legal books or articles?  NO.  If 

so, list with the citations and dates. NOT APPLICABLE 
 
 

 
51. Are you in compliance with the continuing legal education requirements 

applicable to you as a lawyer or judge?  YES  If not, explain.  NOT APPLICABLE 
 
 
52. Have you taught any courses on law or lectured at bar associations, 

conferences, law school forums or continuing legal education seminars?  NO..If 
so, describe.  NOT APPLICABLE 

 
 
53. List memberships and activities in professional organizations, including offices 

held and dates.   
 

(A) ARIZONA ATTORNEYS FOR CRIMINAL JUSTICE  2015 to PRESENT 
 

(B) YAVAPAI COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION  FROM APPROXIMATELY 2004 
to 2006. 

 
Have you served on any committees of any bar association (local, state or 
national) or have you performed any other significant service to the bar?  NO  
 
List offices held in bar associations or on bar committees.  NOT APPLICABLE 
Provide information about any activities in connection with pro bono legal 
services (defined as services to the indigent for no fee), legal related volunteer 
community activities or the like.  I SERVED ON THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
FOR PRIMAVERA GRADE SCHOOL FOR APPROXIMATELY 1 YEAR, AND 
PROVIDED SOME LEGAL ADVICE TO THE BOARD ON MATTERS SUCH AS 
TRADEMARK QUESTIONS.  

 
 
54. Describe the nature and dates of any relevant community or public service you 

have performed. 
 

A. APPROXIMATELY 2012 I SERVED AS AN ASSISTANT TEE BALL COACH. 
  

B. APPROXIMATELY 2014 I SERVED AS AN ASSISTANT FLAG FOOTBALL 
COACH. 

 
C. IN APPROXIMATELY 2010/2011 I SERVED ON THE BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS FOR PRIMAVERA GRADE SCHOOL, A LOCAL PRIVATE 
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SCHOOL IN PRESCOTT. 
 
 
55. List any relevant professional or civic honors, prizes, awards or other forms of 

recognition you have received.  NOT APPLICABLE 
 
 
56. List any elected or appointed public offices you have held and/or for which you 

have been a candidate, and the dates. NOT APPLICABLE 
  
 Have you ever been removed or resigned from office before your term expired? 

NOT APPLICABLE.  If so, explain.  NOT APPLICABLE 
 
Have you voted in all general elections held during the last 10 years?  YES  If 
not, explain.  NOT APPLICABLE 

 
 
57. Describe any interests outside the practice of law that you would like to bring to 

 
 
I AM HIGHLY INTERESTED IN MAINTAINING A GOOD MARRIAGE FOR THE PAST 
TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AND BEING A GOOD FATHER TO MY TWO SONS.  I 

ACTIVITIES.   
 

 
HEALTH 

 
 
58. Are you physically and mentally able to perform the essential duties of a judge 

with or without a reasonable accommodation in the court for which you are 
applying? YES  

 
 

 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 
 
59. Provide any information about yourself (your heritage, background, life 

experiences, etc.) that you would like the Governor to consider. 
 
 

WAS A FIRST GENERATION AMERICAN CITIZEN, HAVING LEGALLY 
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IMMIGRATED TO THE UNITED STATES FROM MEXICO.  ALTHOUGH 
NEVER WEALTHY, I COME FROM A FAMILY OF HARD WORKING, HONEST, 
AND SUCCESSFUL FAMILY THAT LIVED THE AMERICAN DREAM.  I FEEL 
AS IF LIVING IN ARIZONA MY WHOLE LIFE GIVES ME A PERSPECTIVE ON 
WHAT IS IMPORTANT TO RESIDENTS OF THIS STATE. 

 
 
60. Provide any additional information relative to your qualifications you would like to 

 
 
  I HAVE WORKED PROFESSIONALLY, MY ENTIRE CAREER, IN THE 

COURTROOM WITH JUDGES, LAWYERS AND JURIES.  I HAVE OBSERVED 
OVER MY MANY YEARS IN THE COURTROOM, WHAT IS NEEDED FOR A 
PERSON TO MAKE AN EXCEPTIONAL JUDGE. 

 
 
61. If selected for this position, do you intend to serve a full term and would you 

accept rotation to benches outside your areas of practice or interest and accept 
assignment to any court location?  YES  If not, explain. NOT APPLICABLE 

 
 
62. Attach a brief statement explaining why you are seeking this position. 
 
 I HAVE BEEN A TRIAL LAWYER ALL OF MY PROFESSIONAL LIFE.  I CAME 

TO THE CONCLUSION THAT WHAT I REALLY ENJOY ABOUT PRACTICING 
LAW IS BEING IN THE COURTROOM.  AS A LAW STUDENT, I WAS 
UNCERTAIN OF WHERE MY LAW DEGREE WOULD LEAD ME.  I SPENT 
SOME TIME WORKING FOR A CONGRESSMAN IN WASHINGTON D.C., AND 
ORIGINALLY THOUGHT I WANTED TO GO BACK AND WORK IN OUR 

BELIEVED THAT DEMOCRACY TRULY WORKED THERE AND THAT THE 
BEST WAY TO MAKE AN IMPACT WAS TO START WITH A LAW DEGREE.  
WHAT I DISCOVERED IN LAW SCHOOL AND AFTER WAS THAT TRUE 
DEMOCRACY LIES IN THE COURTROOM WITH A JURY.  ALL OF THE 
VIRTUES OF OUR SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT TRULY SHINE WHEN 
CITIZENS ARE SELECTED TO SERVE ON A JURY:  COOPERATION, 
BUILDING A CONSENSUS, AND OF COURSE JURIES MORE OFTEN THAN 
NOT MAKE THE RIGHT DECISIONS THROUGH CAREFUL DELIBERATION.  I 

LAWYERS AND JUDGES TO SEE THEM WORK SO HARD TO COME TO THE 
RIGHT DECISION.   

 
 SO WHY NOT JUST CONTINUE TO BE A LAWYER WHO TRIES CASES TO 

THE JURY?  WHILE I HAVE THOROUGHLY ENJOYED MY CAREER, 
PRIMARILY IN CRIMINAL DEFENSE, I BELIEVE I HAVE MUCH MORE TO 
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OFFER AT THIS STAGE IN MY PROFESSIONAL LIFE AS A JUDGE.  THIS IS 
PRIMARILY BECAUSE IN MY YEARS AS A LITIGATOR I APPEARED IN 
FRONT OF MANY JUDGES, AND I BELIEVE I KNOW WHAT IT TAKES TO BE 
SOMEONE WHO FOSTERS DEMOCRACY IN THE COURTROOM.   

 
 I HAVE LEARNED MANY THINGS FROM APPEARING IN FRONT OF MANY 

DIFFERENT PEOPLE.  ONE OF THE BEST JUDGES I EVER APPEARED IN 
FRONT OF WAS THOMAS LINDBERG.  HE IS NOW DECEASED.  JUDGE 
LINDBERG RAN HIS COURTROOM IN A FASHION THAT MADE IT SEEM 
ACCESSIBLE TO ALL: LAWYERS, JURIES, SUPPORT STAFF, DEFENDANTS 
AND VICTIMS.  WHILE I SOMETIMES VEHEMENTLY DISAGREED WITH 

REALLY RESPECT HIM AS A JUDGE BECAUSE HE MADE THE 

ROLE AS JUDGE OVER THOSE WHO APPEARED IN FRONT OF HIM.  I 
NEVER FELT THAT JUDGE LINDBERG CARED MUCH ABOUT WHETHER HE 
WAS PERCEIVED AS POLITICALLY CORRECT.  HE MADE IMPORTANT 
DECISIONS IN THE COURTROOM BASED UPON THE PRINCIPLES THAT I 
GLEANED HE LIVED BY:  COMPASSION AND RESPECT FOR ALL HUMAN 
BEINGS, HUMILITY, AND TRUE FAITH IN OUR SYSTEM OF LAWS AND THE 
ROLE OF THE JURY. 

   
 I FIRMLY BELIEVE THAT TO BE AN EXCEPTIONAL JUDGE POLITICS 

SHOULD NEVER PLAY A PART IN THE POSITION.  WHILE NOT ENTIRELY 
REALISTIC IN A SYSTEM THAT LARGELY FAVORS THOSE WITH POLITICAL 
CONNECTIONS OR ASPIRATIONS, I BELIEVE JUDGES MUST DO THEIR 
BEST TO SEPARATE THEMSELVES FROM WORRYING ABOUT PUBLIC 
OPINION.  WITH ELECTED JUDGES IN THIS COUNTY I KNOW THIS CAN BE 
VERY DIFFICULT TO AVOID, BUT THIS DOES NOT MEAN THOSE WHO 
SERVE ON THE BENCH IN YAVAPAI COUNTY SHOULD TOLERATE IT.  I 
SOMETIMES WORRY THAT JUDGES OFTEN LOSE SIGHT OF THEIR REAL 
ROLE IN OUR SYSTEM OF JUSTICE, BECAUSE THEY BECOME 
PREOCCUPIED WITH HOW THEY APPEAR TO THE PUBLIC OR TO OTHER 
JUDGES IN HIGHER COURTS.  THAT IS CERTAINLY HUMAN NATURE, BUT 
I CAN ASSURE THE GOVERNOR THAT I HAVE HAD MANY YEARS TO 
THINK ABOUT THIS PHENOMENA AND IF I AM SELECTED, WILL MAKE 
EVERY CONSCIOUS EFFORT TO NEVER LET THIS INSTINCT INFILTRATE 
MY PERSPECTIVE AS A JUDGE.  ONE THING THAT I THINK HELPS TO 
PREVENT SUCH THINKING IS TO DO WHAT JUDGE LINDBERG DID.  ACT 
AND THINK WITH HUMILTY.  THINK OF YOUR ROLE AS JUDGE AS 
LARGELY AKIN TO WHAT WEBSTER DEFINES AS A REFEREE A PERSON 
WHO HELPS TO IMPARTAILLY DECIDE OR RESOLVE DISPUTES OR 
CONTROVERSIES.  JUDGES MUST ENSURE A LEVEL PLAYING FIELD AND 
AT THE SAME TIME ALSO MAKE SURE OUR COURTS SERVE ALL.  
PERHAPS SOME MAY PERCEIVE SUCH THINKING AS NAÏVE, BUT AS ONE 
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WHO STRONGLY BELIEVES IN THE POWER OF DEMOCRACY, I BELIEVE 
THIS TYPE OF OUTLOOK IS OFTEN EITHER FORGOTTEN OR SORELY 
OVERLOOKED IN THE SELECTION OF OUR JUDGES.   

 
 
63. Attach two professional writing samples, which you personally drafted (e.g., brief 

or motion).  Each writing sample should be no more than five pages in 
length, double-spaced. You may excerpt a portion of a larger document to 
provide the writing samples.  Please redact any personal, identifying information 
regarding the case at issue, unless it is a published opinion, bearing in mind that 
the writing sample may be made available to the public. 

  
 (PLEASE CLICK ON LINK TO VIEW SAMPLE NO. 1) 
 
 (PLEASE CLICK ON LINK TO VIEW SAMPLE NO. 2) 
 
64. If you have ever served as a judicial or quasi-judicial officer, mediator or 

arbitrator, attach sample copies of not more than two written orders, findings or 
opinions (whether reported or not) which you personally drafted.  Each writing 
sample should be no more than five pages in length, double-spaced.  You 
may excerpt a portion of a larger document to provide the writing sample(s).  
Please redact any personal, identifying information regarding the case at issue, 
unless it is a published opinion, bearing in mind that the writing sample may be 
made available to the public.  NOT APPLICABLE 

 
 
65. If you are currently serving as a judicial officer in any court and are subject to a 

system of judicial performance review, please attach the public data reports and 
commission vote reports from your last three performance reviews.  NOT 
APPLICABLE 
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WRITING SAMPLE NO. 1  
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